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REBUILDING THE ORIGINAL
HOUSE OF BLUES

ABOUT THE
MUSEUM
This historical Chicago Landmark at 4339 South Lake Park Avenue belonged to
McKinley Morganfield, known professionally as Muddy Waters – the father of
modern Chicago blues. It was the first house he had ever purchased. When the
blues legend moved to Chicago from the South, it became a home away from home.
It soon turned into a gathering place for Muddy, other blues musicians, and
entertainers. They would host jam sessions in the basement, creating music that we
all enjoy to this day.

The MOJO Museum will be a cultural center dedicated to sharing Waters' music and
inspiring future generations of musicians. Imagine sitting in a room filled with music
makers. Their creativity comes alive as they jam with each other trying new riffs –
testing what their instruments can do. They’ve come to learn, to be inspired, and to
be in the room where music history was made. They’ve come to the Muddy Waters
MOJO Museum in Bronzeville, a neighborhood bursting with stories of cultural,
political, and social luminaries who made – and changed – history. This is a place for
music, for learning, for events and to be in community with others who feel the
power of Chicago’s original electric blues, pioneered by Muddy Waters. 

PreservationPreservation ProgrammingProgramming Community EngagementCommunity Engagement
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MEET OUR TEAM
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VISION

MISSION

All generations will be empowered and inspired to
keep blues music alive, and to celebrate the Muddy

Waters house, history, his legacy, and sound. 

To preserve and protect the Muddy Waters legacy,
house, and story through authentic educational
experiences, music inspiration, and community

services. 

VISION AND MISSION
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Chicago Department of Cultural
Affairs and Special Events 

City Arts Grant
Shirley J. Newsome
Beautification Grant

Field Foundation
A Road Together Program

McArthur Foundation
Vital Communities Grant

Pritzker Traubert Foundation AACRN X AAAM

Allstate & Build Bronzeville
The Main Street Grant Program Polk Bros Foundation GrantIllinois Arts Council Grant

Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley
Foundation Broadening

Narratives Program

Mellon Foundation Humanities
in Place Program

We got ourmojo workin’!
GRANTS AWARDED
IN 2024
The MOJO Museum is thriving! In 2024, the museum secured significant grant funding,
and we’ve put these resources to great use. From launching new programs and
hosting exciting events to making essential building updates, the MOJO Museum is
achieving remarkable progress. We’re absolutely thrilled about what’s ahead!
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Grants for Arts Projects: Music



PRESENCE AT
CHICAGO BLUES

FESTIVAL

Muddy Waters MOJO Museum experienced another
surge of engagement during Chicago's iconic Blues

Festival in June of 2024.
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2024 MUSEUM HOSTED
EVENTS
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2024 
MUSEUM STATS
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1010
Museum-hosted events

500500
Est. Event Attendees

5,7035,703
Website Visitors

20,05820,058
Website Page Views

972972
Email Subscribers

5,8005,800
Facebook Followers



BUILDING UPDATES
In 2024, significant strides were made in the stabilization and rehabilitation of the building,
even during the challenging winter months. Thanks to the Museum team’s determination to
keep the project moving, the following progress has been achieved:

Underground plumbing and water systems are now in place.
The awning has been completely redone.
Cladding on the bay window is finished, with the window installation pending.
Ductwork and lighting installations are nearing completion.

The building is now ready for the team to begin interior work, with even more updates to
come in Spring of 2025!
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VACANT LOT
UPDATES
On December 13, 2023 Mayor Brandon Johnson proposed City-owned land sales to the City
Council that included the vacant lot at 4337 S. Lake Park Avenue, which is next to the MOJO
Museum. The lot will be used as a landscaped side-yard and outdoor performance space for
the forthcoming Museum. The vacant lot was purchased in the first quarter of 2024 and the
Museum hosted a groundbreaking ceremony In April of 2024.

Muddy Waters House Museum Garden, 4339 S. Lake Park Ave. Rendering Credit: Bauer Latoza Studio
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CONTACT US

info@mojomuseum.com

www.mojomuseum.com
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